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POUR LA PREVENTION DES CONFLITS





The Fondation Chirac Prize for Conflict Prevention

The Nobel Prize is the highest accolade for peace efforts. But the efforts of those responsible for initiating the dialogue, which is at the heart of conflict prevention are seldom, if ever, rewarded at an international level. Yet many men and women, and many institutions, work hard in conflict resolution in one way or another, often at great personal risk. Working to prevent conflict in a climate of rising distrust and aggression is riskier than maintaining peace between two exhausted belligerents whose negative actions are easily measured by the futility of the suffering they have inflicted on each other.

The main players in conflict resolution remain unrewarded due to a lack of academic recognition for their work and a marked lack of recognition by international institutions. This is despite the best efforts of former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros Ghali to create a full international action category in his Peace Agenda.

Conflict prevention work is more essential than ever. The number of wars, civil conflicts and violent inter-community conflicts is on the rise. Many of the peace processes in place are incomplete or fragile. When these conflicts start there is a grave danger that they will endure and cause human relations to spiral downwards and fester, while the means to impose peace are limited.

The Fondation Chirac Prize for Conflict Prevention aims to improve awareness of these risks and to help and support those who invest so much, in time and resources, to prevent conflicts from the outset. Its purpose is, by necessity, to improve international recognition of their efforts, to encourage people to take up the conflict prevention mantle and to encourage financial support.

There is a huge need for conflict prevention in a world challenged by poverty, social exclusion and the breakdown of the rule of law. These situations give strength to negative ideologies, to the rejection of others, to motivations for revenge and to the search for scapegoats. They allow leaders to emerge who exploit local prejudices to aggravate tensions and in the pursuit of their own power, escalating the tensions into wars and massacres. 

It is futile to separate civil and international conflicts, to believe that conflict resolution initiative should be made to one and not the other.  There is an indivisible link between community conflicts and civil wars, which are almost always the result of tensions that started as inter-community strife.  All those who work to diffuse these tensions, at all levels, deserve equal recognition. 

The award recognizes those people, sometimes well-known, sometimes obscure, who have managed efficiently, especially through dialogue, to reduce tensions that would otherwise escalate into full-blown conflicts. The award can equally be given to institutions.

Every year, a panel of experts identifies areas where there is a risk of deterioration of tensions into conflict situations. The actions of those who have worked to prevent this downward slide are evaluated a few months later, and nominees are put before a jury panel made up of people who have experience in peace work. The jury will single out the individual whose actions have been the most exemplary, determined and effective.

The prize is awarded in Paris in November, although in the future it may be given in other countries. Peace, after all, knows no borders
Members of the Jury

· Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Secretary General of the United Nations from 1992 to 1996

Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali became the sixth Secretary-General of the United Nations on 1 January 1992, when he began a five-year term. In 1992, he submitted An Agenda for Peace, a suggestion for how the UN could respond to violent conflict. At the time of his appointment by the General Assembly on 3 December 1991, Mr. Boutros-Ghali had been Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt since May 1991 and had served as Minister of State for Foreign Affairs from October 1977 until 1991. In September 1978, Mr. Boutros-Ghali had a role in negotiating the Camp David accords between Egypt and Israel, which were signed in 1979. 

· Michel Camdessus, Managing Director of The International Monetary Fund from 1987 to 2000

Honorary president of the “Social Weeks of France,”member of the “Africa Progress Panel,” chaired by Kofi Annan, he was Managing Director of The International Monetary Fund from 1987 to 2000, after serving as Director of the French Treasury (1982- 1984) then Governor of the Banque de France (1984-1987). He has applied his expertise through many missions and interventions in the service of “the global public good”: Jacques Chirac’s personal representative to NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development), chairing namely the World Panel on Financing Water infrastructure, whose report was published in 2003 in conjunction with the Kyoto Summit. He then became a member of the Commission for Africa chaired by Tony Blair and as suchwas associated with the report “Our common interest,” published in 2005. He is currently Président de la Société de Financement de l’Économie Française (SFEF). 

· Joaquim Alberto Chissano, President of the Republic of Mozambique from 1986 to 2005 

President of the Republic of Mozambique from 1986 to 2005, he currently heads the “Chissano Foundation,” supporting development projects involving the active participation of populations involved and designed to promote reconciliation following the civil war. Fully engaged in the service of the culture of peace, in 2007 he received the Mo Ibrahim prize, awarded to African leaders who distinguish themselves by their good governance and the quality of their management of public affairs.

· Federico Mayor, Director General of UNESCO from 1987 to 1999

Director General of UNESCO from 1987 to 1999, he founded the “Culture of Peace Program” and succeeded in having the General Assembly of the United Nations declare the year 2000 “International year for the Culture of Peace.” In 2000, he created the “Foundation for a culture of Peace”. Designated co-president of the “high-level group” for the Alliance of Civilizations by the Secretary General of the United Nations in 2005, he is President of the “Initiative pour la Science en Europe” network. Born in Barcelona, Doctor of Pharmacology, professor of biochemistry, Federico Mayor was cofounder of the Center of Molecular Biology of the Autonomous University of Madrid, in 1974, and served as Minister of Education and Science of the Spanish government as well as member of the European Parliament.

· Andrea Riccardi, Founder of the catholic community of Sant’Egidio, University of Roma 3

Professor of contemporary history at the University of Rome III, he founded in Rome in 1968 – in the wake of the Vatican II council – the catholic community of Sant’Egidio whose deep engagement in social life is directed towards support for the poor, dialog between religions and peace. Sant’Egidio has undertaken efforts in conflict mediation in Lebanon, Albania, Kosovo, Mozambique and Guatemala.

· Jorge Sampaio
Between 1979 and 1984, he was a member of the European Commission for Human Rights, where he developed important work on these topics. As President of the Portuguese Republic, Sampaio's actions were focused on social and cultural affairs. In the international political scene, he oversaw the return of Macau to China in December 1999 and he also gave important publicity to the cause of East Timor's independence. In May 2006, Jorge Sampaio was appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General as his first Special Envoy for the Global Plan to Stop Tuberculosis. In April 2007, current UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon designated him as High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations. In 2008, he was awarded the North-South Prize of the Council of Europe.

· Ismaïl Serageldin, Director of the library of Alexandria

Ismaïl Serageldin is Director of the library of Alexandria. A Harvard University and Cairo University graduate, he is a professor, architect andwriter. He worked many years at the World Bank where he notably headed the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and the Consultative Group to Assist the Poorest (CGAP). From 1996 to 2000, he chaired the “Global Water Partnership,” and, from 1998 to 2000, he “21st Century World Water Commission” He cochaired the “African biotechnology panel.” Ismaïl Serageldin is a member of the Egyptian Senate.

· Simone Veil, Former French Minister, member of the Académie Française

Elected to the Académie française in November 2008, Somine Veil is a survivor from the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. She is the Honorary President of the Fondation pour la Mémoire de la Shoah. Simone Veil was elected as a Member of the European Parliament in the European election. In its first session, the new Parliament elected her as its President, which she served as until 1982. In 2003, she was elected to the Board of Directors of the International Criminal Court's Trust Fund for Victims. In 2007, she was awarded the North-South Prize of the Council of Europe.

Members of the Experts Committee

· Aldo Ajello, Special Representative of European Union for the Great Lakes Region of Africa until 2007
· Arnaud Danjean, Consultant and professor at Sciences Po Paris 
· Franck Debié, Geostrategy Center of the École Normale Supérieure (ENS) 

· Peter Harling, International Crisis Group
· Jean-Pierre Lafon, Ambassador of France, Fondation Chirac

· Olivier Lafourcade, Expert of Latin America 

· Luc Pareydt, Specialist of the Middle-East

· Georges Tsaï, Executive Vice Rector of the University for Peace (Costa Rica)

· Bernard Vatier, Fondation Chirac
· Valérie Terranova, Fondation Chirac 
Speech by Mr. Jacques Chirac 

Monday June 15, 2009

Members of the Jury,

Dear Friends,

I would like to thank you all for coming. Your presence here is a sign of hope, of hope for peace. 

One year ago, as we were creating the Fondation, we all came to the same conclusion. We agreed that the lack of serious dialogue between cultures would lead to new conflicts. We also agreed that the degradation of natural resources as well as poverty had created unbearable situations: too many men and women without access to water, too many men and women with no food safety whatsoever; too many men and women with no access to high quality medication. These situations carry the seed of future conflicts. Together, we deplored the state of things: the majority of peace processes no longer function.  Generalized mistrust left little room for preventive diplomacy to succeed.

A new desire for dialogue between populations and cultures is developing throughout the world. Confrontations between civilizations are no longer considered inevitable. Imposing peace or democracy through the use of arms is outdated.

Pleas for reasons are starting to be heard from Lebanon, Kurdistan, Iraq. Certain misunderstandings, resulting from an international climate of aggression, will perhaps have a chance of being resolved. More and more of us are convinced that the future necessarily includes new solidarity between populations. All of these factors favor preventive efforts

I believe such efforts between communities within each State is a vital necessity. As the world opens, identities and demands everywhere are becoming more radical. Unrelated situations are constructed so as to resonate one with another. Those who feel disdained or misunderstood find in world conflicts yet more fuel for their anger. Violence and intolerance are hiding under new pretexts. The distress and confusion of the young and the poor are on the rise. Old complaints, buried under memories, are once again full of vigor.

Preventive efforts are also necessary between nations.

- To prevent a new arms race and nuclear proliferation that nobody will be able to stop. 

- To prevent new interference and attempts at destabilization; the general population ultimately pays the price. 

Twenty years after the end of the Cold War, far too many countries still live in a state of war with their neighbors.

So yes, like you, I believe in the patience of those who engage in mediation and conflict prevention. 

They do not attract media attention. However, their preventive efforts deserve better than anonymity:

because they embody useful examples of commitment

because they are models for today's youths

because they offer experiences that can be reproduced elsewhere.

We affirmed it a year ago. We will not idly stand here watching future conflicts take shape; the Fondation now exists. It is active and alive; we have already accomplished much work. The Conflict Prevention Award has been launched.

I thank you dear friends for once again standing by my side as we learn how to best encourage international interest in conflict prevention. We stand faithfully and modestly alongside those who have already achieved great milestones in the task at hand.

Thank you.

The Fondation Chirac prize for conflict prevention agenda

· April 24, 2009: First meeting of the group of experts to identify areas of possible conflict escalation.

· June 5, 2009: Second meeting of the group of experts to identify areas where conflict prevention work has halted escalation of tensions.

· June 15, 2009: The jury meets to create the list of nominees.
· September 16, 2009: Third meeting of the group of experts to finalize the presentation of nominees to the Jury. 

· October 5, 2009: The jury chooses the winners.

· November 6, 2009: Award ceremony.

Contacts

Arnaud Danjean

General Delegate for the Prize for Conflict Prevention

Fondation Chirac

14 rue d’Anjou 75008 Paris

+ 33 (0) 1 47 42 87 60

Catherine Joubert
Secretary General

Tel: + 33 1 47 42 87 77 

E-mail: catherine.joubert@fondationchirac.eu 
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agir au service de la paix




