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Introduction
Interfaith dialogue is about people of different faiths coming to a mutual understanding and respect that allows them to live and cooperate with each other in spite of their faith/beliefs differences. Each party remains true to their own beliefs while respecting the right of the other to practice their faith freely. It therefore involves listening to other's views and understanding each other while respecting other person’s faith so as to promote peaceful coexistence among Muslims and Christians as well as other people of different faiths
Interfaith Dialogue in Garissa 
Garissa lies in the northern part of Kenya, the town is 200km from the neighbouring war torn Somalia. It was initially considered among the top safest city in Kenya but since 2013 things changed.   The town has witnessed a series of attacks that have claimed more than 200 lives, the latest being the Garissa University attack which killed 147 innocent Kenyan lives.  The Somalia based militia Al- Shabaab claimed responsibility for the attack. It is due to this external force that suspicion has developed among the communities who have lived together for a long time. This misperception that Muslims are associated with the terror groups spread across the country has caused more tension among the people from both faiths. 
Interfaith dialogue is therefore a commendable step towards bringing sustainable peace, coexistence and integration among the Muslim and Christian communities that reside in the region. Dialogue gives room for people from both faiths to share their views, challenges and to recommend possible solutions so as to break the barrier and tension between the two communities. This common and/or mutual statement therefore strengthens the relationship between the Muslims and Christians.

CAUSES OF TENSION
· Misperceptions that all Muslims are involved in terror groups

· The media focus on terrorism and Islam as well as security agencies and human rights violations causes tension, suspicion and fear between the two faiths

· External forces like the militia group Al-Shabaab 

· Linking the Kenyan Somalis with Somli Somalis and Somali based militia Al-Shabaab

· Lack of communication and dialogue between the two faiths in matters concerning the security of the region

· Pointing fingers instead of finding a solution to the problem 

· Disconnect between the security agency and the community

· Neglect of teaching moral values in schools

· Religious difference used as a tool but religion is not the cause

HOW TO INCREASE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS
· Leaders from both sides to hold meetings regularly bringing people from both faiths together to build understanding.

· Leaders from both faiths take the initiative with interfaith dialogue to schools, churches, mosques, religious institutions, and community gatherings so as to strengthen relationships.

· There is a need for national interfaith dialogue

· Religious views should be respected in any set up i.e catholic schools should allow Muslims to practice their religion and Muslim Institutions should do the same

· Youth should take the initiative for preaching peace and harmony between the two faiths

· Media coverage should be positive and avoid focusing on negative aspects which causes tension
· Both faiths should stand with each other during difficulties and never give room for any difference associated with religious difference that may create enmity and fear. 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMENDATION
The participants valued having the opportunity to bring interfaith dialogue to Garissa. It was a great sharing moment.  The people’s perception and reality are two different things and its only dialogue that brings out understanding as well as clearing the misperception of the Christian and Muslim faiths. It was energetic and interactive dialogue that clearly outlined the role of not only the Muslims and Christians but also the security agency, part of the community and stakeholders. There was a mutual agreement that neither of the religions allows killing of innocent lives and that harmony and coexistence is taught by both the Bible and the Quran. The participants promised and committed themselves to take part in creating sustainable peace and coexistence and also recommended that there is need for strict teaching of moral values in religious institutions as well as preparatory schools and also efforts made to attain justice and respect of human rights and the Kenyan law.
Recommendations include:

· The security agency should appreciate and work with the community

· Both Muslims and Christians should hold regular dialogue, discussing their challenges and how they can jointly find a solution

· The security agency should have clear communication and accessibility at all times not only during emergency

· There should be total inclusion in meetings and planning so as to make sure all the stake holders take part in decision making of the county so as to avoid any suspicion or the feeling of any one being left out

· There is need for the government to prioritise security issues especially in Garissa as it is close to the Somalia border.
· There is need for Law enforcers to focus on prevention and intervention activities and not on ethnic, religion, or race

· Law enforcers should prioritize building and strengthening mutual trust, communication and working together between themselves and the communities they serve

· There is need for increased knowledge and understanding of the other religions

It was clear that the participants wanted to live in a peaceful environment and it is every person’s role to create such an environment. Religion is just an excuse, never the cause of violence, tension and fear among communities. It's negative perception that causes suspicion. A key to this is the promotion of respect and understanding between Muslim and Christian neighbours in local streets, residential areas, schools, religious institutions and in the market. Members of both faiths need to come to know each other personally. Local interfaith contact, cooperation and interaction and dialogue, is of great importance as it makes a major contribution to helping to create an integrated and cohesive community at ease with diversity and secure in a sense of common purpose.

